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Prosecution History Summary 

1. Claims 1-25 are pending. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 06/25/2004 and 12/21/2006 are 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because figure 3 labels user interface "26'', but labeled "20" 
in para. 28, line 3; and figure 19 labels post result "328", but labeled "238" in para. 93, line 4. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 248 (figure ISA) 
and 258 (figure 18 A). Corrected drawing sheets in compHance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1. 121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing 
on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an appUcation must be labeled in the top margin 
as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites the hmitation "the scanning device" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the apphcant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the apphcant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for puiposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was pubhshed under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

8. As per claim 1, White teaches a system for managing patient care, the system comprising: 
-a portable information device having a identifier recognition mechanism (White: col. 5, 47-56); 
-a patient machine readable identifier (White: col. 5, 60-65); and 

-a patient task list for an identified patient, wherein the task list becomes automatically available 
upon recognition of the patient machine readable identifier by the scanning device (White: 
claim 1(e)). 

9. As per claim 2, the system of claim 1 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising a caregiver machine readable identifier attached to a caregiver badge (White: col. 6, 
2-4). 

10. As per claim 3, the system of claim 1 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising a central information system including patient data, wherein the portable information 
device includes wireless communication tools for verifying patient data with the central 
information system (White: col. 8, 65 to col. 9, 3). 

11. As per claim 4, the system of claim 1 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising a central information system including caregiver data, wherein the portable 
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information device includes wireless communication tools for verifying caregiver data with the 
central information system (White: col. 6, 2-5). In light of the specification, the examiner 
interprets that the system is verifying the badge, since it can only get through the system through 
a verification process. 

12. As per claim 5, the system of claim 1 is as described. White further teaches wherein the 
patient task list comprises instructions for administration of at least one medication (White: col. 
9, 3-6; claim 1(e)). 

13. As per claim 6, White teaches a method for managing patient care comprising: 
-recognizing a patient machine-readable identifier (White: col. 6, 5-9); 

-matching the patient machine-readable identifier with a patient task list (White: col. 12, 9-15); 
and 

-providing the task list to a caregiver (White: col. 12, 16-20). 

14. As per claim 7, the method of claim 6 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising providing a task list including at least one medication administration task (White: 
col. 6, 14-18). 

15. As per claim 8, the method of claim 7 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising recognizing a medication machine-readable identifier (White: col. 6, 9-12) and 
matching the machine-readable with a medication from the task list. 

16. As per claim 9, the method of claim 8 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising recording administration of the medication (White: col. 7, 32-50). 

17. As per claim 10, the method of claim 6 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising recognizing a caregiver identifier (White: col. 6, 2-5). 
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18. As per claim 1 1, the method of claim 6 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising implementing a portable information device with an embedded scanner for scanning 
the patient machine readable identifier (White: col. 5, 47-50). 

19. As per claim 12, the method of claim 1 1 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising transmitting the patient identifier from the portable information device to a central 
information system (White: col. 8, 65 to col. 9, 3). 

20. As per claim 13, the method of claim 12 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising verifying patient identity through information available in the central information 
system (White: col. 8, 65 to col. 9, 3). 

21. As per claim 14, the method of claim 13 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising receiving current patient related tasks from the central information system at the 
portable information device (White: col. 12, 16-20). 

22. As per claim 15, the method of claim 13 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising using the portable information device to obtain a caregiver identifier, transmitting the 
caregiver identifier from the portable information device to the central information system, and 
receiving verification of the caregiver identity from the central information system at the 
portable information device (White: col. 6, 2-5). In light of the specification, the examiner 
interprets that the system is verifying the badge, since it can only get through the system through 
a verification process. 

23. As per claim 16, the method of claim 15 is as described. White further teaches wherein 
obtaining the caregiver identifier comprises scanning a machine-readable identifier using an 
embedded reader in the portable information device (White: col. 5, 65 to col. 6, 5). 
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24. As per claim 17, White teaches a task-based system for managing patient care, the system 
comprising: 

-a central information system having a database including patient data (White: col. 6, 53-63); 
-a patient identifier for identifying a patient (White: col. 6, 5-9); and 

-a portable information device having tools for reading the patient identifier and accessing the 
central information device to obtain the patient data, wherein the central information system . 
includes an application for dynamically generating a task list upon obtaining the patient data 
(White: figure 1). 

25. As per claim 18, the system of claim 17 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising a caregiver machine-readable identifier attached to a caregiver badge (White: col. 6, 
2-4). 

26. As per claim 19, the system of claim 17 is as described. White further teaches wherein 
the portable information device includes wireless communication tools for verifying patient data 
with the central information system (White: col. 6, 57-63). The Examiner takes Official Notice 
that it is old and well known in the health care services art that wireless communication tools are 
used to verify patient data when confirming if the medication belongs to the patient or not. 

27. As per claim 20, White teaches a method for facilitating task performance by a caregiver, 
the method comprising: 

-verifying a caregiver identifier and a patient identifier using a portable information device 
(White: col. 6, 2-22); 

-generating a task list for the identified caregiver and the identified patient (White: col. 8, 12- 
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24); and 

-individually recording performance of each task (White: col. 8, 12-24). 

28. As per claim 21, the method of claim 20 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising using a portable information device with a scanner to scan the caregiver identifier 
and the patient identifier (White: col. 5, 47-56). 

29. As per claim 22, the method of claim 20 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising transmitting the caregiver identifier (White: col. 6, 4-5) and the patient identifier 
from the portable information device to a central information system (White: col. 6, 53-63). 

30. As per claim 23, the method claim 22 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising verifying patient identity through information available in the central information 
system (White: col. 6, 53-63). 

31. As per claim 24, the method of claim 20 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising dynamically generating the task list at the central information system and sending the 
task list to the portable information device (White: col. 8, 12-24). 

32. As per claim 25, the method of claim 20 is as described. White further teaches further 
comprising obtaining a medication identifier from an identification device including a bar code 
identifying a particular medication (White: col. 8, 12-24). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheetal R. Rangrej whose telephone number is 571-270-1368. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




